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DETAILED SYLLABUS FOR MA IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE FIRST TERM 

Eng L5001: Basic English   Credit: Non-credit  Year: MAL Term: First 

Rationale: The course is designed to familiarize the students with the basic English language items. 
The course is necessary for the students coming from different academic backgrounds with no major 
in English.  

Course Objectives:  

• To enhance students’ grammatical competence 

• To develop students’ communicative skills 

• To introduce the students with stylistics and language terminology  

Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs)  Course Content  
The students will:  

• learn about the process of word 
formation and transformation,  

• know about the uses of article, 
number, gender and parts of 
speech,  

• learn about tense,  
• know how to form W/H questions, 

change voice and speech,  
• learn about modals, notions and 

functions,  
• learn about different strategies of 

reading,  
• learn about academic writing and 

know how to generate a writing 
task,  

• know how to develop speaking 
and listening skills,  

• know about stylistics and 
language terminology.  

 

Section – A 

(1) Word formation and its transformation  

(2) Article, number and gender 

(3) Parts of speech 

(4) Sentence  

(5) Tense 

(6) Framing W/H question 

(7) Voice and speech change 

(8) Modals, notions and functions  

Section – B  
(1) Translation  
(2) Reading strategies: intensive and extensive 

reading; scanning and skimming; prediction and 
inference  

(3) Understanding academic writing: features and 
elements, generating ideas for a writing task 

(4) Listening skill: role of a listener, listening 
comprehension  

(5) Speaking skill: art speaking  
(6) Stylistics: figures of speech, literary genres 

(poetry, drama, prose)  
(7) Terminology: morphology, syntax, semantics, 

phonology, phonetics, linguistics  
References: 

Eastwood, J. (2013). Oxford practice grammar. Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

Greenall, S., & Swan, M. (1986). Effective reading: Reading skills for advanced students. 
 Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Kolln, M. J, & Funk, R. (2006). Understanding English grammar (7th ed.). New Delhi: Pearson. 
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Swan, M. (2001). Practical English usage (3rd ed.). New Delhi: Oxford University Press.  

Swan, M., & Walter, C. (2011). Oxford English grammar course: Intermediate. Oxford: Oxford 
 University Press.  
Thomson, A. J., & Martinet, A.V. (2014). A practical English grammar (4th ed.). New Delhi: Oxford 
 University Press.  
Yule, G. (2006). Oxford practice grammar. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

 

Eng L5101: Language, Syntax and  
        Semantics  

Credit: 03 Year: MAL Term: First 

Rationale: This course has been designed to develop the students’ language and linguistic 
competences.  

Course Objectives: After completing the course the learners will-  

• form a comprehensive understanding of the origin, properties, function, change and 
development of English Language  

• know about syntax, semantics, multidimensional meanings, and change of meaning 

• be able to analyse syntactically phrase, clause and sentence structures  

Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs)  Course Content  

After completing this course the learners 
will be able to  

• understand how English language 
has evolved over time from its 
origins to the present day, 

• understand various functions of 
language, 

• understand different language 
families of the world,  

• understand basic grounding in 
syntactic analysis at sentence 
level,  

• grasp key issues involved in the 
study of semantics,  

• explore the meanings of an 
expression in a systematic manner,  

• explain the basic goals of several 
approaches to semantics.  

 

 

Section – A 

(1) History of English Language: origin, change and 
development  

(2) Functions of Language: phatic, directive, 
informative, emotive, verdictive, metalingual 
etc.  

(3) Language families of the world: Indo-European, 
Afro-Asian, Sino- Tibetan, Austro-Asiatic  

(4) Relationship between language and linguistics: 
langue and parole, competence and 
performance, syntagmatic and paradigmatic 
relation, synchrony and diachrony, form and 
meaning  

Section – B  

(1) Syntax: definition and scope, concepts of 
constituents, Immediate Constituent (IC), Deep 
and Surface structure, Transformational- 
Generative ( TG) Grammar, Case Grammar, 
Systematic Grammar, Stratificational Grammar, 
Tagments.  
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(2) The sentence structure rules and Tree Diagram 
for Syntactic Analysis  

(3) Semantics: definition and scope; lexical 
Meaning: denotation, connotation, collocation, 
hyponymy, synonymy, antonymy, polysemy 
and homonymy.  

(4) Utterance Meaning: Topic, Comment, 
Performatives  

References: 

Barber, C., Beal, J. C., & Shaw, P. A. (2009). The English language (2nd ed.). Cambridge: Cambridge 
 University Press.  

Baugh, A. C., & Thomas C. (2002). A history of the English language (5th ed.). London: Routledge.  

Crystal, D. (1997). The Cambridge encyclopedia of language (2nd ed.). New York: Cambridge 
 University Press.  

Kuiper, K., & Allan, W. S. (2004). An introduction to English language. New York, NY: Palgrave 
 Macmillian.  

Poole, G. (2002). Syntactic theory. New York, NY: Palgrave. 

Palmer, F. R. (1981). Semantics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Syal, P., & Jindal, D. V. (1998). Linguistics. New Delhi: Prentice Hall. 

Varshney, R. L. (1985). An introductory text book of linguistics and phonetics. Dhaka: BOC.  

 

Eng L5103: Advanced Grammar Credit: 03 Year: MAL Term: First 

Rationale: This course has been designed to develop the grammatical competence of the 
learners as it is crucial for writing and speaking in English correctly.  

Course Objectives: After finishing the course the learners will 

• get a sound understanding of different aspects of advanced English Grammar 

• develop their analytic competence in using the tools of grammar to improve abilities 
in other areas, such as critical thinking, writing and editing  

Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs)  Course Content  

After completing this course the learners will 
be able to  

• know the strategies of enriching 
vocabulary, 

• use dictionary, 

• understand sentence structures,  

Section – A 

(1) Vocabulary: Vocabulary 
development processes, Using 
Dictionary  

(2) Use of appositives, gerund, participle, 
relative pronoun, linkers, appropriate 
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• produce effective sentence, 

• correct errors at discourse 
level.  

 

preposition, right forms of verbs and 
punctuation  

(3) Simple sentence structures, complex 
and compound sentences and their 
structures  

(4) Phrases, clauses and group verbs  

Section – B  

(1) Combining sentences  

(2) Changing sentences  

(3) Effective sentences: misplaced 
modifiers, inversion, inappropriate 
use of passivization, problems in 
sentence order and variety, defective 
subordination, parallelism, expansion 
of sentences  

(4) Corrections  

(5) Translation (Bangla-English, English-
Bangla)  

References: 

Hornby, A. S. (2005). Oxford learner’s dictionary of current English. Oxford: Oxford University 

Press. Leech, G., & Jan, S. (2010). A communicative grammar of English. Essex: Longman.  

Quirk, R., & Greenbaum, S. (2000). A university grammar of English. Chennai: Longman. 

Sinha, R. P. (2012). Current English grammar and usage with composition. Oxford: Oxford 
 University Press. 

Swan, M. (2001). Practical English usage (3rd ed.). New Delhi: Oxford University Press.  

Thomson, A. J., & Martinet, A. V. (2014). A practical English grammar (4th ed.). New Delhi: Oxford 
 University Press.  

Yule, G. (2006). Oxford practice grammar. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

 

Eng L5105: Research Methodology Credit: 03 Year: MAL Term: First 

Rationale: This course has been designed to let the students know the importance of research 
and help them to be researchers.  

Course Objectives: After finishing the course the learners will  

• know the importance of research 
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• be able to use their potentialities in research 

• be able to research and know the pragmatic value of research  

Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs)  Course Content  

After completing this course, the learners 
will be able to  

• know the fundamental issues of 
research and research methodology, 

• develop hypothesis, evaluate aptness 
of research conclusion, and 
generalize them appropriately, 

• adhere to ethical guidelines for 
collection, storage, and use of data, 

• use print and electronic library 
resources effectively and 
appropriately, 

• summarize and evaluate a body of 
research.  

 

Section – A 

(1) Research: Definition, Nature, 
Functions and Types; Meaning and 
objectives of Research; Relationship 
between Theory and Research; Steps 
in Research: identification and 
formulation of research problem, 
hypothesis, choice of variables, choice 
of research method, data collection, 
analysis and presentation; Research 
ethics  

(2) Research Methods in literature: 
biography; Textual Criticism; Literary 
Criticism; Book Review  

(3) Research Methods in Language and 
Linguistics: Quasi-experimental 
research design and methods; non- 
experimental/descriptive research 
design and methods: content 
analysis/discourse analysis, survey 
method: observation, questionnaire, 
interview  

Section – B  

(1) Sample Designing: assumption of 
sampling; utility of sampling; types of 
sampling: random sampling, stratified 
sampling, systematic sampling, 
cluster sampling, purposive sampling, 
quota sampling, multi-stage sampling, 
convenient sampling; sample size; 
choice of sampling techniques  

(2) Research Proposal: choosing and 
finalizing a research topic, 
justification, operational definition of 
variables, theoretical framework, 
setting hypothesis, reviewing of 
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literature, methodology, limitations, 
typical format of a research proposal  

(3) Synthesis: setting and testing 
hypothesis, data analysis  

(4) Research report writing: mechanics of 
writing; Documentation: MLA, APA, 
Harvard and Chicago styles; Elements 
and structure of a research report; 
Thesis writing and writing of article; 
Publishing the research  

References: 

Abedin, Z. D. (2005). A handbook of research methodology (2nd ed.). Dhaka: Book Syndicate. 

Aminuzzaman, S. M. (1991). Introduction to social research. Dhaka: Bangladesh Publishers. 

Blackstorm, C. H. (1963). Survey research. Evanston: North Western University Press. Blaxter, L. 
 (1999). How to do research. London: Open University Press.  

Bogden, R. (1999). Introduction to qualitative research methods. New York, NY: Wiley.  

Cochran, W. G. (1963). Sampling techniques. New York, NY: Wiley.  

Good, C. V. (1959). Introduction to education research. New York, NY: Appleton-Century-Crofts.  

Khan, J. A. (2008). Research methodology. New Delhi: APH Publishing.  

Kotheri, C. R., & Gaurav, G. (2015). Research methodology: Methods and techniques (3rd ed.). New 
 Delhi: New Age.  

Kuada, J. (2012). Research methodology: A project guide for university students. Denmark: 
 Samfundslitteratur.  

Kumar, R. (2011). Research methodology: A step-by-step guide for beginners. New Delhi: Sage 
 Publication.  

Turabian, K. L. (2007). A manual for writers of research papers, thesis, and dissertations. Chicago: 
 University of Chicago Press.  

 

Eng L5107: Language through Literature Credit: 03 Year: MAL Term: First 

Rationale: This course aims to show how literature can be used as a tool to develop learners’ 
knowledge of English.  

Course Objectives: After completing the course the learners will be able to  

• make a bridge between literature and language 

• sort out different linguistic features that collaboratively make the language coherent 

• use literature as the most important material to learn language  



 8 

Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs)  Course Content  

After completing this course, the students will  

• learn and acquire language and linguistic 
competences through literature, 

• learn basic language through literature 
using diverse strategies,  

• develop an interest in the extensive 
reading of literature, 

• organise collaborative and interactive 
tasks that facilitate language learning 
through literature,  

• develop critical thinking and creative 
writing skills in a variety of ways.  

 

 

Section – A 

(1) Relationship between literature and 
language  

(2) Approaches to the study of literature: style 
and stylistics, literary criticism, literary 
theory, literary language and daily 
language; The role of metalanguage, 
deviation  

(3) Linguistic description of literary texts: 
analysis at word, phrase, clause, sentence 
and discourse levels 

(4) Developing language skills through short 
stories and novels  

Section – B  

(1) Using literary texts in the language 
classroom; literature and language 
learners, using literary texts as materials, 
reading literature cross-culturally  

(2) Selecting texts and testing methods on 
literary texts  

(3) Developing language skills through 
poetry and plays  

(4) Reflection on literary lesson: General 
observation on the literary lesson, Micro-
tasks for reflecting on specific areas of 
teaching; Literature and self-access  

 

References: 

Carroli, P. (2008). Literature in second language education: Enhancing the role of text in learning. 
 London: Continuum.  

Carter, R., & McRae, J. (Eds.). (1999). Language, literature, and learner: Creative classroom 
 practice (2nd ed.). London: Longman.  

Collie, J., & Slatter, S. (1999). Literature in language classroom: A resource book of ideas and 
 activities (12th ed.). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  

Lazar, G. (2002). Literature and language teaching: A guide for teachers and trainers (8th ed.). 
 Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  

Simpson, P. (2001). Language through literature: An introduction. London: Routledge. Tomlinson. 
 (Ed.). (2003). Developing materials for language teaching. London: Continuum.  
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